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AMEMBASSY PARIS 
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REE: STATE 159681 

1 . RESPONSES ARE KEYED TO PARA 2 OF REFTEL: 

A. PRESIDENT EYADEMA OE TOGO CONSIDERS HIMSELF ONE OF 
THE CREATORS OE THE ECOWAS CONCEPT. TOGO IS FULLY 
COMMITTED TO MAKING ECOWAS SUCCEED. ADEQUATE TIME AND 
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RESOURCES WILL BE DEVOTED TO ECOWAS. 

B. NO 

C. ECOWAS WILL CONCENTRATE ON REGIONALLY-ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THE EIRST YEARS OF ITS EXISTENCE 
IN ORDER TO MAKE THE PROPOSITION SELE-EVIDENT THAT 
CUSTOMS BARRIERS MUST COME DOWN. THERE IS LITTLE ANTI- 
CIPATION THAT PROBELMS CONCERNING PAYMENTS OR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF ACOMMON CURRENCY ARE LIKELY TO BE AMENABLE 
TO SOLUTION FOR SOME TIME TO COME. 

D. IN MOST CASES LINKS DO NOT EXIST AND MUST BE CREATED 
BEOFRE INTRA-ECOWAS TRADE CAN INCREASE. 

E. COMPLEMENTARY. TOGO IS SEEKING TO CONTINUE TO PLAY 
AN ENTREPOT ROLE WITH ITS IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORS. IT IS 
ALSO SUCCESSEULLY SEEKING A LARGER COMPLEMENTARY ROLE 
BY BECOMING THE SITE OF REGIONAL ACTIVITIES EOR THE 
PRODUCTION OP CEMENT, FERTILIZER, ETC. 

P. DEVELOPMENT PLANS ARE DESIGNED TO INCREASE COMPLE- 
MENTARY, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE ECOWAS CONTEXT. 

G. YES. 

H. IN 1976 37 PERCENT OP TOGO'S BUDGET WAS DERIVED 

PROM CUSTOMS DUTIES AND TRADE-RELATED TAXES. HOWEVER, 

THIS PIGURE IS OP LIMITED VALUE CONSIDERING THE DYNAMICS 
OP THE TOGOLESE BUDGET IN THE LAST LIVE YEARS. INCOME 
PROM CUSTOMS REVENUE HAS INCREASED PROM 8.4 MILLION CPA 
IN 1973 TO 18.7 MILLION IN 1976 YET DECLINED FROM 
62.5 PERCENT OP THE BUDGET IN 1973 TO A PROJECTED 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 
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33 PERCENT EOR 1977. THIS IS BECAUSE THE BUDGET HAS 
GROWN EVEN PASTER THAN CUSTOMS REVENUES PLUS THE PACT 
THAT IN 1975 PHOSPHATE PROPITS WERE ADDEDFTO THE BUDGET. 

I. THE ECOWAS CONCEPT ENVISAGES A 15 YEAR PERIOD FOR THE 
PORMATION OF THE CUSTOMS UNION. IN THIS TIME-PRAME IT 

IS EMINENTLY POSSIBLE, IP SIGNIPICANT REGIONAL DEVELOP- 
MENT AND INTRA-ECOWAS TRADE DEVELOP, THAT THE FUND WILL 
PERFORM ITS ASSIGNED PUNCTION. 

J. IT IS TOO SOON TO TELL. 

K. YES 

L. YES: ALONG WITH THE ENTENTE, BOAD, UNDP, THE ADB, 

AND BILATERAL ASSISTANCE. 

2. COMMENT: I AM NOT SURE THE QUESTIONS POSED IN PARA 2 
ARE LIKELY TO PROVIDE USEPUL ANSWERS TO THE PROBLEMS 
CITED IN PARA I, BUT NEVER MIND. THE CRUCIAL POINT IS 
THAT MANY LEADERS FOR THEIR OWN REASONS WANT ECOWAS TO 
SUCCEED AND ARE DEVOTING ENERGY AND THOUGHT AND MONEY 
TOWARDS THAT GOAL. FOR EXAMPLE, WE HAVE LEARNED THAT 
SEKOU TOURE IS TAKING A VERY CLOSE INTEREST IN ECOWAS 
AND IS LOBBYING STRONGLY TO THAT GUINEA CAN OBTAIN ONE 
OP THE TWO DEPUTY EXECUTIVE SECRETARY POSITIONS. 
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